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Extraordinary 
Ordinary Heroes
by Gordon Mallon

There goes my hero.
Watch him as he goes.
There goes my hero.

He’s ordinary.
—Foo Fighters

When I think of the Oregon Criminal Defense 
Lawyers Association, I think of us as a 

group of ordinary heroes. We go about our duties, 
dealing with a lot of people with whom the rest of 
society would rather not be in the same room. (This 
certainly does not describe all our clients. Some of 
them are in the upper strata of society.) We speak 
for voiceless children, defend the abusers of these 
children, stand next to people accused of the most 
heinous crimes imaginable (I have had a few cases 
in which the crimes are not even imaginable)—and 
consider it one of the highest callings in our society. 
We are there for people in what for most of them 
is their hour of greatest need. Many of us have 
been told by some prosecutor, “I don’t know how 
you do that. I could never do what you do.” This 
is sometimes even said with a note of admiration 
and not derision. But among our family of ordinary 
heroes are some extraordinary heroes.

What makes an extraordinary hero? In my 
mind it is not merely doing great things. A friend 
of mine is starting quarterback for the NFL’s New 
York Jets. He has amazing talent. He has worked 
very hard to develop his talent. He is a young man 
of extremely strong moral character. He has battled 
back from injuries when some give up. But he is 
not an extraordinary hero in my mind. He is very 
gifted and is doing what one would expect of one 
so gifted. I am certain that he would agree with 
my assessment on this. An extraordinary hero must 
push beyond the expected, and must accomplish 
truly extraordinary things, must overcome 
unexpected obstacles, and do what no one would 
expect under the circumstances the person faces. 
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OCDLA Life Member Gordon Mallon is the Association’s 
President. He also serves on the Capital Defenders’ Executive 
Committee and is chair of the Quality of Representation 
Committee. He practices in Burns. 

So, for me an extraordinary hero is an ordinary hero 
who overcomes seemingly insurmountable odds to 
accomplish amazing things.

First, I want to give a couple of examples of 
extraordinary heroes who are not OCDLA members  
to illustrate my point. There’s my friend Chris. Chris 
is a speech therapist in a Portland-area school. Like 
many of us, he struggles with limited resources and 
excessive caseload. He is trying to teach children to 
speak normally when he can’t even do so himself, 
having been born and raised in England (Hi, Janie). 
This does not make him extraordinary, however. 
Several years ago an event happened which turned 
Chris’s world upside down: his wife developed 
a brain aneurism that without surgery would 
have killed her. The surgical risk in repairing the 
aneurism, however, meant that she would almost 
certainly have brain damage. The extent of the 
brain damage and its persistence were unknown. 
Chris’s wife had the surgery, was in a coma for a 
while (I told a corny joke that was the first to make 
her smile as she was coming out of the coma; I 
don’t remember what it was) and started physical 
therapy. Today her mind is as sharp as ever, but 
she has significant disability. Roger Waters tells us 
that “Holding on in quiet desperation is the English 
way,” but Chris will have none of that. Through all 
the unwanted and unlooked for changes brought 
about by this aneurism, Chris fights to keep a 
positive outlook on things and succeeds beautifully. 
He is happy and content in his circumstances and 
seeks to help others, when an outsider might think 
others should be helping him.

Continued on next page.
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Another extraordinary hero is my daughter, Diana. Some 
of you have met her. She was in the advanced class at the 
recent Spanish immersion program in La Paz, while I was in 
a bonehead class with McDonald, Koenig and Lovejoy. Her 
extraordinary heroic qualities come out in her willingness 
to break out of her high school world and help others. Since 
she was a freshman she has had a snack box route which 
she started herself. I did not discover until recently that she 
started this project because she was too young to get a real 
job and wanted money to support a child through World 
Vision. All of her profits from this project go to World Vision 
to help feed hungry children. When she turned sixteen and 
was old enough to get a job, she became a “kennel girl” at 
the local veterinarian clinic. Her job is primarily to walk 
dogs and clean up doggy doo-doo. I discovered recently that 
a portion of the money she makes at this job goes to Kiva.
org—a sort of Third World bank that loans very small amounts 
of money, $25–$300 usually, to impoverished people in 
under-developed countries to help them start businesses. The 
borrowers then pay the money back to the lenders. Diana 
has around $2000 out in loans, out of her very part-time job, 
while still saving for college. I asked her if she gets any interest 
back and she replied, “Those people are poor, Dad.” She 
also volunteers for the Big Brother/Big Sister program, works 
with children at our church, and has taken it on herself to 
befriend kids at school who seem to be on the outside of the 
social mix. Regarding plans for college, her initial plan was 
to go directly to Africa as a 17-year-old high school graduate. 
She was finally convinced that she might do more good if 
she had some skills, so she agreed to go to college if she 
could go without debt encumbering her once she graduates. 
Consequently, she has applied for about 30 scholarships, and 
it looks like she will be able to attend Gonzaga University 
without debt. Because of this, she will follow through with her 
plan to go to Mexico this summer as an intern and work with 
poor people in Ensenada, Guadalajara and Oaxaca.

 I have gone on with these examples longer then I 
intended (so impeach me if you don’t like it), but I also want to 
mention some members of our organization who I think also 
fit the category of extraordinary hero. First, I want to single out 
Bob Moon of Baker City. I think Bob is one of the best lawyers 
I have ever met. I worked with him on one case, in which we 
had co-defendants with common interests, and observed him 
in several others. Bob is also one of the most humble lawyers I 
have met. He could move to a big city and get any amount of 
money and fame he wanted. Instead, he has chosen to stay in 
the wilds of Eastern Oregon to serve his community. 

Another example is J. Kevin Hunt; known throughout the 
land as the “Father of Allocution” in death penalty cases, he 
will always be just “Pops” to me. In recent years, Kevin has 
been faced with a mysterious debilitating illness, which now 
seems to be in remission. During this time he did not let his 
illness defeat him, he fought through, against the disease, 
and continued to help his clients who were faced with life 

and death problems. He did this at a level most of us will 
never obtain while completely healthy.

 I am running out of space but want to mention a few 
more worthy members. Rose Jade, who has overcome a lot to 
be on the cutting edge of certain issues involved in the  death 
penalty, while maintaining her status as a royal pain in the 
butt. (And I mean that in the nicest way possible.) Lee Berger, 
who has given countless hours to our membership to help us 
better represent people accused of crimes related to medical 
marijuana. He is also one of the main people behind medical 
marijuana reform in Oregon. I could go on, but I want to save 
a little space for extraordinarily heroic clients.	

These don’t get named. You can probably fill in names 
from clients you have had. Every once in a while we have 
clients that rise above their circumstances to act heroically. I 
remember a mother who knew she would not be able to care 
for her child and so gave it up to a family who was better 
able to cope. The dad hooked on meth who fought the battle 
to get and stay clean so he could give his children a better 
life. The woman who would have received a dismissal if she 
had ratted off one of her friends but refused. The man who 
took the fall on a murder, even though every potential juror 
in the county “just knew” that the crime was committed by 
his mentally disabled son. These are all heroes to me. 

Every one of you are heroes to me. I thank you for the 
opportunity to act as president of this organization this year, 
and intend to continue to help out as a “dead president” 
when my term expires in June. My final charge to you as 
president is on the special OCDLA coin—“Demand Justice, 
Speak for the Voiceless, Act with Courage.” 

Juvenile Law Seminar
Thank you to the following Newport area 
businesses for donating door prizes to the Juvenile 
Law Seminar:
• Abby’s Pizza Inn	
• Oregon Coast Aquarium
• Sylvia Beach Hotel / Table of Contents
• Best Western Agate Beach InnO
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Online Membership Directory
Confirm your current contact information. 

Go to www.ocdla.org,  
click on Membership Directory. 

Email any changes to info@ocdla.org.


