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re you OCDLA “family”?

As | begin my year as your President, I'd like
to take stock of who we are. OCDLA is the largest
voluntary legal organization in Oregon (over 1300
members at last count). We are made up of a cross
section of defense professionals. We are widely
recognized as the most cohesive, most effective,
and best managed (thanks to our exceptional staff)
state defense organization in the country.

OCDLA membership is an essential tool for
the criminal defense practitioner in Oregon. Our
publications and CLEs are the best around, and
it’s hard to imagine effectively practicing criminal
defense in Oregon without them. (I presume that
most of you reading this are OCDLA members. If
some of you are not, and you know who you are,
please remedy the situation.)

We support each other in a way no other group
of lawyers does, and we are united in our desire
to see that people accused of crimes in Oregon
are well represented. We believe that the laws of
Oregon should be rational and fair to all.

All OCDLA members pay dues, purchase
publications and attend some of our CLEs. Many
are content with that level of participation.

But many of us have found that a greater level
of participation in OCDLA is richly rewarding. We
serve on OCDLA committees and/or the Board
of Directors. We agree to help when called upon
to testify in the legislature, speak at a conference,
donate auction items, or donate funds to special
appeals. Some of us are active on the Pond and we
are all willing to help a colleague with a problem
when they call. Many of us have life-long friends that
began by meeting someone at an OCDLA gathering.

By way of comparison, tens of thousands of
people buy a ticket and attend the Oregon Country
Fair (OCF) outside of Eugene every year. There are
thousands of others who are more involved. Those
who are more involved qualify for Fair membership:
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“Any individual who subscribes to the
purposes and basic policies of the Fair,
who is registered with the Fair and
who has participated in one of the two
previous years as a recognized and
verified volunteer, worker, performer,
booth participant, or elder may be
deemed a member...”
—Oregon Country Fair Bylaws
OCF members refer to themselves as “Fair Family.”
Another definition of family is,
“3 a: a group of people united by
certain convictions or a common
affiliation.”
—Merriam-Webster

So, OCDLA members who actively participate in
the organization may well be thought of as “OCDLA
Family.” We are the volunteers and workers who
make this organization the first-rate organization it is.

Many of the OCDLA Family are entering the
twilight of their careers and we don't see as many
of those long-familiar faces as often as we used to.
As these stalwarts of the organization wind down
their careers, the continued health and vitality
of OCDLA will depend on a new generation of
OCDLA Family to step forward.

In the months to come | will mention some of
the challenges we face on the ballot in November
and in the legislature next January and in the
advancement of our profession. Our ability to
successfully face these challenges will depend
largely on the dedication of you, the OCDLA Family.

I look forward to working with you. &&
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